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clear discussion of appropriate management presented in a 
concise summary form Helpful flowcharts for the treat- 
ment of various cardiac conditions are included. These 
flowcharts include not only the drug that might be used, but 
also the important decision points for effective valuation of 
the patient. Pertinent drug interactions and clinical precau- 
tions are placed at important points in the book to help the 
clinician decide why a particular drug may not be achieving 
the desired result. Specific drug therapy sections for mul- 
tiple cardiac conditions focus on the use of specific dose 
regimens. These dose regimens include the dilutions appro- 
priate for intravenous medications such as dobutamine or 
dopamine infusions with charts that show the dosage in 
milligrams per kilogram per minute. Clearly this practical 
information might be valuable in medical or surgical emer- 
gencies. Specific ardiac medications used in a cardiac arrest 
appear in the front jacket cover. Similarly, managemcnt 
algorithms for atrioventricular reentry tachycardia nd 
sustained ventricular tachycardia appear on the back cover 
of the book, making them readily available for the clinician 
in an emergency. The cardiac medication dosages are listed 
in both U.IC and U.S. nomenclature. The anticoagulation 
chapter will be particularly useful for vascular surgery 
patients. In general, management of almost all cardiac 
emergencies is well outlined. Interestingly, the acute man- 
agement of hyperkalemia is not discussed. Similarly in the 
section of pregnancy and cardiac drugs there is no discus- 
sion on anncoagulant use in pregnancy. Aside from these 
two points the rest of the bookincludes almost every cardiac 
condition one may encounter in a vascular surgery patient. 
Discussions of the cardiac drugs are in sufficient detail to 
supply the clinician with in-depth knowledge of the medi- 
cation and, perhaps most important, an in-depth knowl- 
edge of its adverse ffects and interactions with other drugs. 
The outlines and management algorithms contained 
herein are short and highly informative and directed spe- 
cifically toward therapeutic efficacy in the least amount of 
time. This book would have significant overlap with similar 
texts such as the Manual of Medical Therapeutics or the 
Manual of Cardiac Problems and Cardiology. 
Cardiac Drug Therapy is user-friendly for the day-to- 
day management of patients and includes abundant practi- 
ca/and readily available information for decisionmaking on
the spot. This book is highly recommended as a ready 
information source for the management of patients who 
have vascular disease and concomitant cardiac onditions. 
At a price of $39 it is a bargain for the surgeon and the 
patient. 
Richard Wilson, MD 
Oregon Health Sciences University 
Portland, Ore. 
Renal vascular disease 
Andrew Novick, Philadelphia, 1995, W.B. Saunders, 
539 pages, $75. 
The publication of this impressive book is timely and 
appears immediately after another, less-comprehensive, text 
on the same topic. Considerable knowledge and experience 
with treatment of( in particular) atherosclerotic renovascu- 
lar disease has fostered an ever-increasing awareness of its 
importance. Despite the exhaustive treatment of virtually 
every aspect of renovascular disease, a central theme 
throughout the work emphasizes that many contemporary 
and controversial issues referable to renovascular disease, 
such as the use of various imaging studies, optimal patient 
selection for revascularization for renal function salvage, 
and the role of catheter-based versus surgical treatment, 
remain issues worthy of ongoing study. The book is 
organized into five major sections: pathology and clinical 
features, imaging of the renal artery, renal vascular hyper- 
tension, atherosclerotic ischemic renal disease, and treat- 
ment. The editors have done an admirable job of ensuring 
conformity in presentation and style. Tables, figures, and 
x-ray reproductions are generally clear, informative, and 
helpfifl in conveying the message of the text. References are 
exhaustive and include important contemporary work, The 
section on pathology and clinical features could have been 
abridged and rearranged to coincide with the respective 
clinical chapters. The section on renal vascular hyperten- 
sion, while superb, suffers from considerable repetition. 
This should not detract from the book's value when used as 
a reference source, and is perhaps unavoidable in a text that 
has 60 contributors. 
The book does, at least in part, fulfill the editors tated 
purpose of providing a"comprehensive and practical refer- 
ence source for those managing renal vascular disease." 
Certainly, the varied and broad perspective of 60 interna- 
tionally recognized contributors from a variety of disciplines 
serves to create a unique and not previously available 
reference source on the general topic of renal vascular 
disease Despite containing all the relevant information, this 
book is neither formatted nor adaptable as a practical guide 
for clinicians Although the chapters that deal with suspicion 
for and clinical evaluation of renal vascular disease are 
excellent, a unifying approach for the selective use of 
imaging studies and selection of a particular mode of 
intervention is lacking. For example, the surgeon will find 
complete information on the spectrum of surgical tech- 
niques for renal artery reconstruction, but no tmifying 
approach as to the intelligent and selective application of 
these various techniques. With respect to the ever-contro- 
versial topic of surgical versus catheter-based interventions 
for atherosclerofic renal artery lesions, the reader is not 
afforded perspective on the appropriate application of these 
various modalifies. Rather, individual contributors present 
their personal prejudices with respect to the optimal mode 
of treatment. This sometimes reaches illogical extremes, 
such as the recommendation from one European clinic for 
patients who have Combined aortic and renovascular disease 
to proceed with antecedent angioplasty of the renal artery 
lesion with subsequent referral to a vascular surgeon for 
aortic replacement! 
Although an exhaustive amount of material is pre- 
sented, an important overall message of the text is the 
appropriate emphasis on the as yet nascent state of knowl- 
edge referable especially to atherosclerotic renovascular 
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disease. The book's major strength remains the impressive 
and unique compilation in one source of the pathology, 
epidemiology, pathophysiology, clinical features, and man- 
agement of renal artery occlusive disease. This book belongs 
in the library of physicians whose practice encompasses 
nephrology or hypertension. Vascular surgeons should have 
access to it, as the natural history and background ata 
necessary to make intelligent choices about he treatment of 
renal artery lesions is reviewed in detail. It is a unique and 
valuable contribution i an easy to use and reasonably priced 
format. 
Richard Cambria, MD 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Boston, Mass. 
Current surgical therapy, 5th edition 
John Cameron, St. Louis, 1995, Mosby, 1118 pages, 
$145. 
This one-volume but broad-ranging review text is now 
in its fifth edition, and remains popular across a wide 
spectrum of surgical practitioners. Among a massive profu- 
sion of surgical texts, Current Surgical Therapy has retained 
its stature as the reference of choice for any surgeon seeking 
concise, credible, and most of all practical information 
about general surgical problems. The book has achieved an 
especially devoted following among those newly-minted 
surgeons who are preparing for board exams, not to 
mention the more mature veterans who are facing recerti; 
fication. Yet this work is much more than a core syllabus for 
the studious. It is a remarkably cohesive sourcebook for 
much of the daily practice of general surgery. 
At a length of 1090 text pages, Dr. Cameron's book has 
expanded substantially over previous editions, but only in 
proportion to the continued growth of surgical knowledge 
and opinion. The 315 contributors are familiar names 
whose stature in their own disciplines lends authority and 
credibility to their chapters. Yet with this panoply of 
authors, one is impressed by the editor's uccess at main- 
taining the integrity of the work as a whole. Each chapter is 
written in a smooth narrative style that presents the infor- 
mation clearly and sensibly. For the most part, the prose 
remains free of the obfuscation and tangled syntax that can 
frustrate the readers of medical iterature. The weight of 
Current Surgical Therapylies in its prestige (and perhaps its 
physical mass), but there is nothing ponderous about its 
content. In addition to lucid and cogent writing, most 
topics are further clarified by crisp illustrations and graphics. 
The volume is organized according to body systems, 
with sections and chapters arranged in a generally logical 
sequence. One could argue that the section devoted to 
"Pre- and Postoperative Care" belongs at the beginning 
rather than at the end, but the book can be easily digested 
in whatever order one chooses. The first half is devoted 
to the entire gastrointestinal tract and related abdominal 
viscera. Later sections provide comprehensive coverage of 
diseases of the endocrine glands, breast, vascular system, 
integument, and thorax. Although the chapters on vascular 
disease are naturally more compact han one can find in 
dedicated vascular texts, there is still plenty to learn from 
them. Trauma and critical care are thoroughly discussed 
toward the end of the book. The very last section is new 
to the current edition, and is one that this reviewer found 
particularly informative: twelve brief chapters devoted 
to minimally invasive surgery. Although experience and 
opinion in this field are evolving rapidly, Dr. Cameron 
and his contributors have assembled an excellent summary 
of laparoscopic methods and indications in this dosing 
section. 
Current Surgical Therapy is a book intended for daily 
reference by residents and practicing surgeons. Even a single 
reading to study for the boards would make it well worth the 
price. Most purchasers will find themselves reaching for this 
volume time after time, a practice that will prove cost- 
effective indeed. 
Robert Atnip, MD 
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 
Hershey, Pa. 
